Risk Assessment Trip to Barfield local park

Whether walking or taking a pram/buggy, the route to our local park is quick and very safe. One only needs to follow the pavement and turn the corner from the Daisychain premises into Barfield Avenue and, remaining on the same side without ever having to cross the road, we have already reached our destination. 

There is a metal walkway into the park which could get slippery in bad weather conditions. Provided children are dressed and shoed suitably, this should present no obstacle. In inclement weather, we will endeavour to guide children safely onto and across this walkway, holding hands where necessary while encouraging independence when appropriate.
There is a locked (now defunct) nature reserve to the rear of the park, which has high fences maintained by the council and is no risk to children, particularly as they are always within view of their Childminder(s). Allotments are also maintained to the rear of the nature reserve and there are occasional bonfires. However, these are kept very far away in the distance, and the only sign of one may be the occasional smoke drifting up from beyond. If it is judged that there is any potential risk to the health or well being of any child or their Practitioner, eg through smoke irritation or inhalation, then the outing will be immediately aborted, and the party will go home to the Daisychain premises.
Residential properties surround the rest of the park, including the Daisychain garden and house. We have good relations with all our neighbours and support children behaving well and reciprocally being treated with respect.
The park is relatively small, enclosed and circular in shape. There are benches for adults to sit and keep a watchful eye on the little ones, and safe, Council- maintained apparatus for children to stretch their wings and work off their energy. This includes a climbing frame, tunnel and slide. The tarmac is soft and would provide a soft landing if a child had a little fall. The play area is surrounded by grass where ball play can take place.

The Council may need to pollard one or two trees which have suffered due to the recent storms. Children will be kept well away from any potentially unsafe area. (Trees are not located at the main playing area.)
Other residents and visitors use the park, and obviously, the Childminders consider it the utmost importance to ensure the children in their care
i) enjoy their visit in harmony with other members of the general public, including other children

ii) are scrupulously watched over in order to protect their personal safety and well-being from any suspicious person or person(s).

The park is locked at night so that no unauthorised element(s) may render the park unsafe through miscreancy  or accident
In conclusion, Barfield park presents the perfect opportunity to venture a little further afield from the immediate Childminding setting, whilst remaining in close contact with the familiar environs. It has the advantage of being near enough to quickly return home once the children are tired out or if the weather suddenly turns.
